
2.5 Deliver persuasive arguments (including evaluation and analysis of
problems and solutions and causes and effects):

a. Structure ideas and arguments in a coherent, logical fashion.
b. Use rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., by appeal to logic

through reasoning; by appeal to emotion or ethical belief; by use of
personal anecdote, case study, or analogy).

2.6 Deliver descriptive presentations:

a. Establish clearly the speaker’s point of view on the subject of the
presentation.

b. Establish clearly the speaker’s relationship with that subject
(e.g., dispassionate observation, personal involvement).
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Listening and Speaking
1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies
Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver
focused and coherent presentations of their own that convey clear and distinct
perspectives and solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary
tailored to the audience and purpose.

Comprehension
1.1 Formulate judgments about the ideas under discussion and support those

judgments with convincing evidence.

Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication
1.3 Choose logical patterns of organization (e.g., chronological, topical, cause

and effect) to inform and to persuade, by soliciting agreement or action,
or to unite audiences behind a common belief or cause.

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications
1.10 Analyze historically significant speeches (e.g., Abraham Lincoln’s

Gettysburg’s Address, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s I Have a Dream) to find
the rhetorical devices and features that make them memorable.

2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
Students deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that
combine the traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persua-
sion, and description. Student speaking demonstrates a command of standard
American English and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined in
Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0.

Using the speaking strategies of grades nine and ten outlined in Listening and
Speaking Standard 1.0, students:

2.1. Deliver narrative presentations:

a. Narrate a sequence of events and communicate their significance to
the audience.

b. Locate scenes and incidents in specific places.

2.2 Deliver expository presentations:

a. Marshal evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including
information on all relevant perspectives.

b. Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources
accurately and coherently.

2.3 Apply appropriate interviewing techniques:

a. Prepare and ask relevant questions.
b. Make notes of responses.

2.4 Deliver oral responses to literature:

a. Advance a judgment demonstrating a comprehensive grasp of the
significant ideas of works or passages (i.e., make and support
warranted assertions about the text).

b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed
references to the text or to other works.

Senate Bill 2X High School Exit Exam Highlights
• Senate Bill 2X requires all students completing grade twelve to pass a high

school exit exam in language arts and math commencing in 2003–04.

• The bill requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop and
the State Board of Education to approve the exam by October 1, 2000.

• Beginning in 2000–01, grade nine students will be eligible to take the exam.

• Beginning in 2001–02, grade ten students will be required to take the exam.

• The law does not make the exam a requirement for graduation until 2003–04.

• If a pupil does not possess sufficient English language skills to be assessed by
the exit exam, the district may defer the requirement that the student pass the
exam “for a period of up to 24 calendar months of enrollment in the California
public school system until the pupil has completed six months of instruction in
reading, writing, and comprehension in the English language.”

College Entrance Requirements
Parents generally know that many colleges require good high school grades for
admission. Although grades are important, students do not have to have top grades
to get into college. There are colleges for every student. You should also know
that students need to take a specific series of college preparatory classes in high
school, and the minimum requirements vary depending on the selected college or
university. The a–g requirements noted below are submitted by the Regents of the
University of California and are generally the most rigorous:

a. An English class every semester of every year for four years.
b. A mathematics class every semester of every year for three years, including

algebra and geometry. Four years are recommended.
c. Two years of a laboratory science beyond the ninth grade. An additional year is

recommended.
d. Two years of history–social science, which are to include U.S. government,

world history, culture, and geography.
e. Two years of the same language other than English.
f. Two years of college preparatory electives in addition to those required in “a–

e” above.
g. One year of visual and performing arts, effective for the entering class of 2003.

Every high school has a list of acceptable classes and can tell you how many
should be taken. At least one class in the area of visual or performing arts is a
good choice for many students.

To gain admission to college, your children must also take either the Scholastic
Assessment Test (SAT) or the American College Test (ACT) and submit the
scores. Find out when the tests are given and be sure your children sign up to take
one of them.
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Reading
1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary

Development
Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of
new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.

Vocabulary and Concept Development
1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and

understand word derivations.

1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words
and interpret the connotative power of words.

1.3 Identify Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and use the knowledge to
understand the origin and meaning of new words (e.g., the word narcis-
sistic drawn from the myth of Narcissus and Echo).

2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational
Materials)

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze
the organizational patterns, arguments, and positions advanced. The selections
in Recommended Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve (1990) illustrate the
quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition, by
grade twelve, students read two million words annually on their own, including
a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers,
and online information. In grades nine and ten, students make substantial
progress toward this goal.

Structural Features of Informational Materials
2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents,

including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the
features to achieve their purposes.

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.3 Generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be

researched.

2.4 Synthesize the content from several sources or works by a single author
dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to
other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

Expository Critique
2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of

information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunder-
standings.

2.8 Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by
critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the
comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent
affects the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional journals,
editorials, political speeches, primary source material).

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis
Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of
literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social science.
They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent patterns and themes. The selec-
tions in Recommended Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the
quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

Structural Features of Literature
3.1 Articulate the relationship between the expressed purposes and the

characteristics of different forms of dramatic literature (e.g., comedy,
tragedy, drama, dramatic monologue).

Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
3.3 Analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters in a

literary text (e.g., internal and external conflicts, motivations, relation-
ships, influences) and explain the way those interactions affect the plot.

3.4 Determine characters’ traits by what the characters say about themselves
in narration, dialogue, dramatic monologue, and soliloquy.

3.5 Compare works that express a universal theme and provide evidence to
support the ideas expressed in each work.

Literary Criticism
3.11 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction

and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology
of literary criticism. (Aesthetic approach)

3.12 Analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and
issues of its historical period. (Historical approach)

Writing
1.0 Writing Strategies
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined
perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students’
awareness of the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of
the writing process as needed.

Organization and Focus
1.1 Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear

and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone
and focus throughout the piece of writing.

Research and Technology
1.3 Use clear research questions and suitable research methods

(e.g., library, electronic media, personal interview) to elicit and present
evidence from primary and secondary sources.

1.4 Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through
supporting evidence (e.g., scenarios, commonly held beliefs, hypotheses,
definitions).

Evaluation and Revision
1.9 Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and

controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by
taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the
context.

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
Students combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion,
and description to produce texts of at least 1,500 words each. Student writing
demonstrates a command of standard American English and the research,
organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.

Using the writing strategies of grades nine and ten outlined in Writing Standard
1.0, students:

2.1 Write biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories:

a. Relate a sequence of events and communicate the significance of the
events to the audience.

b. Locate scenes and incidents in specific places.

Written and Oral English Language
Conventions
The standards for written and oral English language conventions have been
placed between those for writing and for listening and speaking because these
conventions are essential to both sets of skills.

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions
Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.

Grammar and Mechanics of Writing
1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), phrases

(e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation
(e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination,
proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage
(e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of
grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.

Manuscript Form
1.4 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the

conventions of punctuation and capitalization.

1.5 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including title page
presentation, pagination, spacing and margins, and integration of source
and support material (e.g., in-text citation, use of direct quotations,
paraphrasing) with appropriate citations.
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